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but confined himself to an outline of the revision of customs
schedules in view of the reorientation of markets.
If people were disgusted by Pelicier passing over their
demands as if they didn't exist, they were excited to fever
pitch a couple of days later when on July 29th, to their utter
astonishment, the Journal Officiel (Government Gazette)
published the full text of Petain's decree, revoking the
French constitution and substituting a totalitarian model,
with the mystic Marshal as supreme dictator of France and
the Empire. By its publication in the Journal Officiel, the
decree automatically became applicable to New Caledonia.
The Conseil General felt hardly less outraged than the public,
for not having been consulted. It was the first inkling
they had had that Pelicier had been in contact with Vichy
behind their backs. They felt as strongly as the ordinary
citizens that they had been betrayed, when on such an
important matter as the abrogation of the 1875 constitution
they had not been consulted.
The Conseil General decided to hold a meeting to discuss
Pelicier's action, and when the Governor heard of this he
remarked to one of his confidants £Qu'ils fassent ce qu'ils
veulent. Je m'en fou.' (Let them do what they please. I'm
sick of it), showing his contempt for the opinion or actions
of the local governing body. The Conseil General passed
a long motion which by its pompous wording seemed to
indicate that they were a little afraid of their own temerity
in taking this unprecedented action of criticizing tjie
Governor. The long statement concluded: 'Considering
that this promulgation (of Petain's decree) has been made
without consultation with the Conseil General, the latter
disapprove of M. le Gouverneur, and declare that his words
and deeds are incompatible... The Conseil General, in
confirmation of the position taken on June 24th, and to
avoid all misconceptions, has decided to establish direct
relations with General de Gaulle.'
This defiance of the Governor was an act unparalleled in
New Caledonian history, and provoked Pelicier out of the
lethargy into which he had fallen. On August 5th he replied

